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Purpose. Pursuant to California Assembly Bill 3216 (the Phone-Free School Act), Fortune School of Education
adopts the following Phone-Free School Policy effective for the 2026-27 school year and thereafter. This
document unifies cell phone expectations across all Fortune School campuses, with a single set of provisions
for transitional kindergarten through eighth grade (TK-8) and an aligned set of provisions for grades nine
through twelve (9-12). The two sections that follow are intended to be incorporated into the relevant campus
Student & Parent Handbooks without modification.

Structure. Section | governs TK-8 campuses. Section Il governs 9-12 campuses. The two sections are
intentionally parallel: every provision, other than the storage mechanic, is identical across the two grade bands.
The Annual Cell Phone Agreement applies to TK—12.

Section I. TK-8 Phone-Free School Policy

Applicable to all Fortune School of Education campuses serving transitional kindergarten through eighth grade.

Scope

Pursuant to California Assembly Bill 3216 (the Phone-Free School Act), Fortune School of Education adopts
the following Phone-Free School Policy effective for the 2026—27 school year and thereafter. This Phone-Free
School Policy applies to all scholars enrolled in transitional kindergarten through eighth grade at any Fortune
School of Education campus. It governs the possession, storage, and use of personal cell phones and similar
communication devices during the school day, defined as the period from arrival at campus through dismissal.

Devices Covered

For purposes of this policy, the following personal devices are covered: cell phones, smartwatches, other
wearable communication devices, smart glasses, wireless earbuds, and any other personal device with
messaging, social media, recording, internet, or telephony capabilities. References in this policy to a “phone” or
“cell phone” include all devices described in this paragraph.

Annual Cell Phone Agreement Required
No scholar may bring a phone to campus without a completed Annual Cell Phone Agreement on file with the
school office. The agreement is signed by the parent or legal guardian and the scholar at the start of each

Page 1



Phone-Free School Policy

school year and must remain on file for the duration of the year. A phone found on campus without a
corresponding agreement on file shall be confiscated, returned only to the parent or legal guardian, and shall
result in a consequence in accordance with the Discipline Matrix.

Storage

At the start of each school day, scholars shall check in any approved cell phone with the school staff. The
phone shall be powered off and shall remain in the school's possession for the duration of the school day. The
phone shall be returned to the scholar at dismissal.

Off-Phone Expectation

Throughout the school day, scholars are expected to keep their phones off. A scholar may use a phone only
when one of the four required exceptions set forth below applies, and the use is authorized by school staff. The
presumption under this policy is that phones remain powered off and in storage; phone use is the exception,
not the default.

Four Required Exceptions (AB 3216)
In compliance with California Education Code § 48901.7, this policy permits the following four exceptions to the
phone-free school day:

(1) Emergency or perceived threat of danger;

(2) Teacher or administrator permission;

(3) Physician-determined medical need;

(4) Required by an Individualized Education Program (IEP).

A scholar relying on an exception remains subject to all other provisions of this policy, including the prohibition
on photography, video, and audio recording set forth below.

Recording Prohibition

Scholars may not use any device covered by this policy to take photographs, record video, or capture audio of
other scholars, staff, or visitors during the school day. Violations of this provision are addressed under the
Discipline Matrix.

Enforcement

This policy is enforced through the Fortune School Discipline Matrix. A scholar who violates this policy will
have the device confiscated and returned only to a parent or legal guardian. Repeated violations result in
progressively longer confiscation periods and additional consequences as set forth in the Matrix.

Emergency Communication Protocol

In an emergency, families shall contact the school’s front office and shall not attempt to contact the scholar directly
through their phone. School staff will reach out to the scholar on the family’s behalf. In the event of a genuine
emergency originating with the scholar, the scholar may use their phone under exception (1) or may be directed by
school staff to the front office, where the established communication protocol applies. School phone numbers and
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the full emergency-contact procedure are distributed to families at the start of each school year and are available at
each campus.

Section Il. 9-12 Phone-Free School Policy

Applicable to all Fortune School of Education campuses serving grades nine through twelve.

Scope

Pursuant to California Assembly Bill 3216 (the Phone-Free School Act), Fortune School of Education adopts
the following Phone-Free School Policy effective for the 2026—27 school year and thereafter. This Phone-Free
School Policy applies to all scholars enrolled in grades nine through twelve at any Fortune School of Education
campus. It governs the possession, storage, and use of personal cell phones and similar communication
devices during the school day, defined as the period from arrival at campus through dismissal.

Devices Covered

For purposes of this policy, the following personal devices are covered: cell phones, smartwatches, other
wearable communication devices, smart glasses, wireless earbuds, and any other personal device with
messaging, social media, recording, internet, or telephony capabilities. References in this policy to a “phone” or
“cell phone” include all devices described in this paragraph.

Annual Cell Phone Agreement Required

No scholar may bring a phone to campus without a completed Annual Cell Phone Agreement on file with the
school office. The agreement is signed by the parent or legal guardian and the scholar at the start of each
school year and must remain on file for the duration of the year. A phone found on campus without a
corresponding agreement on file shall be confiscated, returned only to the parent or legal guardian, and shall
result in a consequence in accordance with the Discipline Matrix.

Storage — Per-Class Numbered Sleeves

Each 9-12 classroom is equipped with a numbered sleeve system. Every scholar is assigned a personal
sleeve number that remains the same in every classroom so that each scholar uses the same number
throughout the school day.

At the start of each class period, scholars shall power off their approved cell phone and place it in their
assigned numbered sleeve. The phone shall remain in the sleeve, powered off, for the duration of the class
period. At the end of each class period, scholars may retrieve their phone for the passing period and shall
re-deposit it in the assigned sleeve at the start of the next class period.

A scholar who refuses to place their phone in their assigned sleeve, or who places a substitute or
non-functioning device (a “decoy phone”) in the sleeve in place of their actual phone, is in violation of this
policy and is subject to consequences under the Discipline Matrix.

A teacher may grant an in-class exception for an approved educational use under exception (2), Teacher or
administrator permission. For example, a scholar enrolled in a Cosumnes River College (CRC) dual-enroliment
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course may retrieve their phone, with the teacher’s authorization, to receive a CRC login code or to complete a
course-required action.

Off-Phone Expectation

Throughout the school day, scholars are expected to keep their phones off. A scholar may use a phone only
when one of the four required exceptions set forth below applies, and the use is authorized by school staff. The
presumption under this policy is that phones are stored in the assigned sleeve and powered off; phone use is
the exception, not the default.

Four Required Exceptions (AB 3216)
In compliance with California Education Code § 48901.7, this policy permits the following four exceptions to the
phone-free school day:

(1) Emergency or perceived threat of danger;

(2) Teacher or administrator permission;

(3) Physician-determined medical need;

(4) Required by an Individualized Education Program (IEP).

A scholar relying on an exception remains subject to all other provisions of this policy, including the prohibition
on photography, video, and audio recording set forth below.

Recording Prohibition

Scholars may not use any device covered by this policy to take photographs, record video, or capture audio of
other scholars, staff, or visitors during the school day. Violations of this provision are addressed under the
Discipline Matrix.

Enforcement

This policy is enforced through the Fortune School Discipline Matrix. A scholar who violates this policy will
have the device confiscated and returned only to a parent or legal guardian. Repeated violations, including
repeated refusals to use the assigned sleeve, result in progressively longer confiscation periods and additional
consequences as set forth in the Matrix.

Emergency Communication Protocol

In an emergency, families shall contact the school’s front office and shall not attempt to contact the scholar
directly through their phone. School staff will reach out to the scholar on the family’s behalf. In the event of a
genuine emergency originating with the scholar, the scholar may retrieve the phone from their sleeve under
exception (1) or may be directed by school staff to the front office, where the established communication
protocol applies. School phone numbers and the full emergency-contact procedure are distributed to families at
the start of each school year and are available at each campus.
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Approved by the Fortune School of Education Board of Directors on June 11, 2026.

ummuu,gm.

Michelle Grace
Board Secretary
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